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which Tyre was supplied with water from foun-
tains to the south-east of it.
From the centre of the isthmus we commanded
a view of the bay and harbour, on each side; and
it suggested itself to me, on the spot, as highly
probable that while Tyre was yet an island,
the entrance through its strait was made from
the southward ; first, because the passage there
is broader, deeper, and more clear of rocks; and
next, because the southerly and south-west winds,
the most favourable for entrance, prevail so
generally here as to occasion a reversion of the
natural order of terms in speaking of places on
the coast, both seamen and landsmen calling the
southward up, and the northward down, as in the
islands of the West Indies, where these terms
are regulated by the wind.
Since the formation of this isthmus, however,
the southern port can have been but little fre-
quented* it is now never visited; because, from
these same prevailing winds, it affords but a partial
shelter, while all along its beach beats a continual
surf, which has contributed, no doubt, to the
present elevation of the isthmus itself, by the
fine loose sand that it constantly throws up.
The northern port is, on the other hand, ren-
dered still more secure than it could have been
originally, by the intervention of this barrier to
break off the force of the southern and south-west
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